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The project 

Conservation and management of species-rich grasslands 
by local authorities 

 

Target: Purchase, preserve and restore 46.5 ha of open 
areas for 5 threatened habitats and 6 animal species  

 

15 Natura2000 sites in 14 member communities of 
SICONA 

 

Budget: 2.529.816 €: 50% EU, 25% Etat luxembourgeois, 
            25% communities  

 

Expected duration: 01.06.2014 – 01.06.2019 





Habitats 

Semi-natural dry grasslands (6210): 3ha 

Molinie meadows (6410): 1ha 

Hydrophilous tall herbe fringe 
communities (6430): 2ha 

Lowland hay meadows (6510): 30ha 

Transition mires (7140): 0.5ha 



Species 

Yellow-bellied toad, Crested newt: 5ha 

Geoffrey’s bat: 2ha 

Woodlark, Common redstart, Tree pipit: 3ha 



Extensification: « Biodiversity contracts » 
with local farmers on all purchased surfaces 

 

Create new habitats for animal species 

Restoration actions 



Preliminary assessments: soil, plant biodiversity   

Extensification Hay transfer Reintroduction of 

endangered plant species  

Restoration of species-rich mesic grasslands 



Low plant biodiversity: Restoration of species-rich 
mesic meadows by hay transfer 

Restoration of species-rich mesic grasslands 



Sward disturbance on restoration stripes 

Restoration of species-rich mesic grasslands 



2.5 m 

10 m 

Restoration of species-rich mesic grasslands 



Transfer of fresh hay from species-rich donor sites 

Restoration of species-rich mesic grasslands 



Already high plant biodiversity: Reintroducing highly 
endangered species, reared from autochtonous seeds 

Restoration of species-rich mesic grasslands 



Campanula glomerata   EN    

Salvia pratensis    EN  

Serratula tinctoria   CR          

Selinum carvifolia   VU   

Succisa pratensis   VU  

Scorzonera humilis   EN   

Red  List  Status (Colling 2005): CR  critically endangered       EN  endangered       VU  vulnerable 

Reintroduction of endangered plant species 



Scientific control of restoration measures 

Monitoring 



Public awareness and 
dissemination of results 

Excursions, conferences, articles, international exchanges…  



Thank you! 

www.sicona.lu 

/Sicona 

yves.schaack@sicona.lu 
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Monitoring 2014  

gepflanzte 

Jungpflanzen

2013 

lebende  

Pflanzen  

2014 

Prozent 

Salvia pratensis 518 374 70% 

Selinum carvifolia 251 176 70% 

Serratula tinctoria 506 408 80% 

Succisa pratensis 357 328 92% 

Scorzonera humilis* 235 (75) ? (19)  ? (25%) 

* noch in Auswertung 


