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LIFE+ Project „Rur & Kall – Fluvial habitats“ 
 
Coordinating beneficiary: 

• Biological station Düren 

Associated beneficiaries: 

• Biological station Aachen 

• MUNLV - Ministry for Climate Protection, Environment, 
Agriculture, Nature Conservation and Consumer Protection 
of the German State of North Rhine-Westphalia 

Total project budget:  

• 2,85 Millionen Euro 

Start/End date:  

• January 2012 - December 2016 



Project area SCI-site DE-5303-302 „Kalltal und Nebentäler“ 
 

SCI = Sites of Community Importance 

Area size: 620 ha 
Altitude: 178-550 m 



Habitat types of community interest (Annex I) 
 

Water courses of montane levels (Ranunculion fluitantis) (3260) 



Habitat types of community interest (Annex I) 
 

Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix (4010) 



Habitat types of community interest (Annex I) 
 

Mountain hay meadows (6520) 



Habitat types of community interest (Annex I) 
 

Degraded raised bogs still capable of natural regeneration (7120) 



Habitat types of community interest (Annex I) 
 

Transition mires and quaking bogs (7140) 



Habitat types of community interest (Annex I) 
 

Bog woodland (91D0) 



Habitat types of community interest (Annex I) 
 

Alluvial forests (Alno-Padion)(91E0) 



Habitat types of community interest (Annex 1) 
 

Luzulo fagetum Beech forests (9110) 



Species of community interest 
(Article 4 of Directive 2009/147/EC  & Annex II of Directive 92/43/EEC) 

 Castor fiber 

Myotis bechsteinii 

Myotis myotis 

Alcedo atthis 

Lanius collurio 

Saxicola rubetra 

Saxicola torquata 

Lycaena helle 

 

European Stonechat Violet copper 



Aims of the project 

I. Improvement of the linear, ecological passage and the 
natural dynamics of the water courses 

II. Development, expansion and improvement of natural 
habitats within the alluvial plain 

III. Improvement of the habitats necessary for maintaining 
populations of species protected by the bird protection and 
FFH guideline 

IV. Maintenance and promotion of the local population of the 
Violet Copper (Lycaena helle) 



Aims of the project: Improvement of the ecological 
passage and the natural dynamics of the water courses 

 

Bullhead (Cottus gobio) 

Macrozoobenthos) Cottus gobio Pipe culvert 

Barrage 



Aims of the project: Expansion and improvement of 
natural habitats within the alluvial plain 

 



Aims of the project: Improvement of habitats necessary 
for maintaining populations of species protected by 
bird protection and FFH guideline 

 



Aims of the project: Maintenance and promotion of 
local populations of the Violet Copper (Lycaena helle) 

 



Actions: Ecological passage of water courses 

 

Replacement of pipe culverts by bridge constructions with appropriate stream bed 

15 pipe culverts 



Replacement of barrages by rock ramps 

10 barrages 

Actions: Ecological passage of water courses 

 



Actions: Development, expansion and improvement of 
natural habitats  

Land purchase: 1,5ha forest, 4ha fallows 



Actions: Development, expansion and improvement of 
natural habitats  

Clear-cutting of 8 ha fir forest 



Actions: Development, expansion and improvement of 
natural habitats  

By harvester and chain saw 



Actions: Improvement of habitats - Fallows  
 

Restorative mowing of fallows (on annual alternating patches) – by brushcutter 

Why? To prevent excessive succession of shrubs and to prevent nutrient 
accumulation (followed by a change in vegetation/diversity) 



Actions: Improvement of habitats - Fallows  
 

Restorative mowing of fallows (on annual alternating patches) – by walking tractor 



Actions: Improvement of habitats - Fallows  
 

Restorative mowing of fallows (on annual alternating patches) 

Clearing the fallows from vegetation 



Actions: Improvement of habitats - Fallows  
 

Restorative mowing of fallows (on annual alternating patches) 



Actions: Improvement of habitats - Meadows  
 

Re-establishement of mountain hay meadows 



Actions: Improvement of habitats - Meadows  
 

Re-establishement of mountain hay meadows 

Stump grinder 



Actions: Improvement of habitats - Meadows  
 

Re-establishement of mountain meadows 

Clearing of the site from mulch 



Promotion of the local population of the Violet Copper 
(Lycaena helle) 

 

Only six areas in Germany – area in the north-east belongs to the bivoltine tribe 



Promotion of the local population of the Violet Copper 
(Lycaena helle) 

 

Monitoring and management 

Establishment of three management and one control sites – monitored due to 
abundance and distribution of adults, eggs and larvae 



Promotion of the local population of the Violet Copper 
(Lycaena helle) 

 

Monitoring and management 

In 2014 monitoring of life history on fallow and mown areas 



Promotion of the local population of the Violet Copper 
(Lycaena helle) 

 

Monitoring and management 

Results not analysed completely, yet. Obviously no influence of mowing on oviposition and 
larval development in the following year. 



Problems 

Aquisition of fir forest 

 increasing prize of wood 

 decreasing yields of money investment 

Establishing long term management of fallows (after Life) 

 wet soils – special techniques of mowing and harvest 

 hay quality – appropriate use/deposition 



Outlook 

Finalizing actions to achieve our objectives 

Discussing the „After Life“ with stakeholders 

Creating the next proposal to optimize the habitat network in 
the Northern Eifel mountains 

 



Information 

www.rurundkall.de 



Information 
 

Flyer 

 



Information 
 

Film (https://www.youtube.com/user/Eifelbiostationen/videos)  



Information 
 

Publication (http://www.pensoft.net/book/12979/oedippus-29) 



Thanks for your attention! 


